WISDOM ABOVE ALL THINGS
By Elane Lee-Isa
(Proverbs Speaks to Me!)
WHAT IS WISDOM?   WHAT ARE THE REASONS THAT I SHOULD FOLLOW ITS PATH?
How is Wisdom defined?
Wisdom is the "ability to judge correctly and to follow the best course of action, based upon knowledge and understanding."  The Wisdom teachings of the Bible follow from the great themes of the Ten Commandments, the First and Greatest Commandments of God: 1) Love and Reverence to God, our Creator, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” —Deuteronomy 6:4-5
AND the Book of Proverbs: 2) The fear (reverential fearfulness and awe) of God is the beginning of Wisdom.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.” —Proverbs 9:10   3) Seek God’s guidance in all things and He will direct (point me in the right direction) my path. “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
 —Proverbs 3:6   4) Respect for All Persons, Everywhere (respect meaning unconditional positive regard). “…Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.”—Acts 10:34
How do I attain Wisdom?
God imparts Wisdom as I insatiably search for the true principles of life and consistently apply these principles by faith in my life. 
“For the LORD giveth Wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.” —Proverbs 2:6 (KJV)
“My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto Wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.”      

                                   —Proverbs 2:1-5 (KJV)
During biblical times, life for the Jews and early Christians was harsh.  Slavery was commonplace. Tyrannical rule by outside powers was the norm. Women's status in society was distinctly second-class. Children were disciplined with beatings.  These conditions were often accepted in the Bible as customary for society; but they were not taught as being virtuous or wise.  True Wisdom always is consistent with the great wisdom themes of the Bible: 1) Reverence for God, our Creator, (reverence meaning:  a feeling of profound respect for someone or something; a reverent mental attitude-an act showing respect; regard with feelings of respect; consider hallowed or exalted or be in awe of) and 2) The Fear and Reverential Awe of God. 3) Seek God’s Guidance in All Things.  4) Respect for All Persons, Everywhere.
Wisdom is more than following the rules. 
A set of commandments or rules can give me important examples of Wisdom, but they are only examples.  No set of rules can cover all situations.  It is up to me to make straightforward the commandments as they relate to any given situation.  Many times, as in this passage from Matthew, Jesus condemned the hypocrisy of those religious leaders who observed the law in its strict, literal sense, but violated its spirit: 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 
 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, which the outside of them may be clean also.  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.”
 —Matthew 23:23-28 (KJV)
Wisdom means always acting according to the spirit of the true teachings and not looking for ambiguity or omission, which I can use to evade their intent. Wisdom means understanding the consequences of my actions and words before I act or speak. Wisdom means having the knowledge and understanding to recognize the right course of action and having the will and courage to follow it. 
Why should I follow Wisdom’s path? 
Following the ways of Wisdom keeps me in harmony with God because these ways are in accordance with His will, as revealed in the Bible, and are pleasing to Him. The ways of Wisdom also bring me in harmony with other persons because respect for others is the very essence of God’s teachings. The Wisdom teachings of the Bible are much more than arbitrarily dictated moral codes; they form a prescription for living in peace with people moment-by-moment.  Finally, acting with Wisdom brings me in harmony with myself, giving me a sense of self-worth and inner peace. This inner peace is achieved because I am acting responsibly in accordance with my consciences, and avoiding the shame and guilt of following my corrupted instincts. 
“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver and the gain thereof than fine gold.  She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.  Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.” —Proverbs 3:13-18 (KJV)
I often fail in my daily struggle to act with wisdom. This failure stems from immaturity.  At first, wise actions do not come easily.  However, it is important to understand that following Wisdom is intrinsic.  The difficulty comes because I was not taught truths consistently from birth.   Therefore, I often follow without knowing a sudden wish or urge that prompts an unpremeditated act or feeling.  Yet, the rewards for acting with Wisdom are immeasurable. When I strive to act according to wise principles, the repayment in self-esteem, healthy interpersonal relationships and inner peace will compensate me far beyond anything that I could imagine. 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But, his delight is in the law of the LORD and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”    

                                                        —Psalms 1:1 (KJV)
“Thank you, God for giving me a wise, understanding and very grateful heart.”

Above all things gain Wisdom!  The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom.  Wisdom is the principal (cardinal, foremost, prime, and most prominent) thing.  Therefore, I must gain Wisdom, and with it, I will increase my understanding (the power and ability to know more) and my ability to implement my insight accurately.  
MY FOREMOST PURPOSE IN LIFE is to know Wisdom and instruction; to perceive the word of understanding; to receive the instruction of Wisdom, justice and judgment and equity; to give instructions artfully simple and flowing to those who lack understanding and those who are younger and less knowledgeable than I. 

If I am wise, I will hear and increase my learning and seek the wise counsel of others so that I can understand and interpret profound truths.  If things that are immoral entice me, I will not consent or walk in an immoral way.  I will refrain my feet from the path of wrongdoing, which leads to destruction and ultimately my downfall.  There is no way that a net can snare a bird that has clear vision.  Many people are greedy.  Their greed takes away that which belongs to the rightful owners.

God’s word tells me that Wisdom is crying without, walking up and down outside my door and in every place, which I travel.  Wisdom is pleading, saying, “How long will you love simplicity and hate knowledge.”  Wisdom is saying to me, “Turn at my reproof (disapproval without scorn) and I will pour out my life unto you and I will make know my words unto you.”  
In hope, Wisdom says to me:
“Elane, if you will listen to me, you will dwell safely and quietness shall be upon you and you will have no fear of evil.  You will understand the fear of God and will find His knowledge:
· If you will receive my words, and hide my commandments within you so that your ears inclined unto Wisdom and your heart is applied unto understanding; 
· If you will cry after Wisdom and lift up your voice for understanding; 
· If you will seek Wisdom as silver and search for Wisdom as for hidden treasures. 
VERY IMPORTANT

God gives me Wisdom.  Out of His mouth comes knowledge and understanding.  He stores up sound Wisdom for me, if I am faithful.  He is my guardian, if I walk uprightly.  God is the One who keeps me walking in the paths of discernment and preserves me when I do what is right.

When Wisdom enters my heart, knowledge is pleasant to my soul.  Good judgment, right speech and action will preserve me and understanding will keep me.  Wisdom will deliver me from the way of the harmful man who speaks impertinent things and flatters with words.  If I will not forget the laws of God or fail to keep His commandments, I will have length of days and a long life full of joy and peace.

Wisdom tells me to forsake not mercy and truth, but to wear them as a scarf around my neck and write them upon the tables of my heart.  If I will do this, I will find favor with God and man.  Wisdom tells me to trust in God with all my heart and to lean not to my own understanding.  Wisdom tells me to acknowledge God in all my ways and He will direct my paths.  I must not be wise in my own eyes, but I am to fear God and depart from wrongdoing.  If I will listen to Wisdom and do wise things, it will be health in spirit, mind and body. 
Wisdom tells me to honor God with all of my material things and with the first fruits of all my increase.  If I will do this then my house will be full of plenty.  I will have so much that I will be bursting out at the seams.  Wisdom tells me that I am not suppose to despise the chastening of God; neither am I to be weary of his correction because this is the way that I will know for sure that God loves me.  

God tells me that if I obtain Wisdom and understanding, I will be at peace and will find much happiness because the merchandise of Wisdom is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain of fine gold.  Wisdom is more precious than rubies.  Not all the things that I will ever desire can be compared to wisdom.  God tells me that Wisdom holds length of days in its right hand and riches and honor in its left had.  The way of the wise is pleasantness and peace.  Wisdom is a tree of life to me, if I will lay hold upon it and retain it.  God tells me that it was by Wisdom that He founded the earth; by understanding that He established the heavens; and by knowledge, the depths were broken up and the clouds drop down the dew.  
This is a precious promise of God:  “If I will keep Wisdom ever before my eyes, it will be life unto my soul and grace to my neck.  I will walk safely and my feet will not stumble.  When I lay down, I will not be afraid.  I will lie down and my sleep shall be sweet because I will not have to be afraid of sudden dread, neither of the discouragement of those who desire my downfall.  God will be my confidence and He will keep me safe.  He will give to me His grace and I will inherit His glory.”
Wisdom is the principal thing.  Therefore, I am to get Wisdom and with all I will get understanding.  I am to exalt Wisdom, and it shall promote me and bring me honor if I will embrace it.  God has taught me in the way of Wisdom and led me in right paths.  Therefore, when I walk, my steps shall not be limited.  I will never need money badly or be hampered by insufficiency of means.  When I run, I will not stumble for my path will be as a shining light that shines more and more unto the perfect day.  As I find the truths of God, they will be life to me and health to my body.
FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY 
If I am to obtain wisdom, I MUST:
A. Keep my heart with all diligence because out of it comes the issues of life.
B. I am not to allow an obstinate, unmanageable, unclean mouth to accompany my words.
C. My eyes must look always straight ahead and my eyelids must not close in needless slumber.  I must consider carefully and weigh the steps of my feet and let all my ways be set on a firm and lasting basis proven beyond dispute.  I must walk always straight-ahead listening for the voice of God telling me which way to turn.
D. My sleep must come only when needed.  I must learn from the ants and consider their ways although they have no guide or overseer; they provide nourishment in the summer and gather food in the harvest.  If I am lazy and slothful, I will embrace poverty and become as those in want.
E. As I learn God’s truths, I must bind them continually upon my heart and keep them forever before my eyes.
I MUST take special note.  God’s Word tells me that there are seven (7) things, which God hates:
1) A proud look
2) A lying tongue
3) Hands that shed innocent blood
4) A heart that devises wicked imaginations
5) Feet that are swift in running to mischief
6) A false witness that speaks lies
7) A person who sows discord 
When I walk, WISDOM will lead me.
When I sleep, WISDOM will keep me.
When I awaken, WISDOM will talk with me.
WISDOM comes from God.
It is a lamp and a light of instructions.
When I find WISDOM, I find life and obtain favor of God.
God, grant me Wisdom!
—Elane Lee-Isa
***************
“He hath shown thee, O man, what is good:
And what doth the Lord require of thee
But to DO JUSTLY and to LOVE MERCY,
And to WALK HUMBLY with thy God?”
—Micah 6:8
In Consistently Seeking Knowledge, God Imparts Wisdom 

By Elane Lee-Isa

The first step is silence.

(The absence of sound; stillness; to curtail the expression of; 

A period of time without speech or noise)

The second step is listening.

(To attentively consider the value of; to sit up and take notice; 
To pay close attention to)

The third step is remembering.

(To recall to mind with effort; to keep in mind as worthy of consideration or recognition;

To retain in the memory with the ability to recall quickly)

The fourth step is struggling.

(To make a vigorously active, energetic or zealous effort; to strive;

To exert muscular energy, as against a material force)

The fifth step is mastery.
(To bring to completion or fruition; to perfect in every respect; 
Supremely accomplished or skilled)

The sixth step is teaching.

(To impart knowledge or skill; to cause to learn by example or experience; to advocate; To carry on instruction on a regular and continuous basis;
To condition to a certain action or frame of mind)

The seventh and final step is faith.

(A confident belief in the truth, value or trustworthiness of something or someone; 
A belief that does not rest on logical proof or material evidence)

My child, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; Yea, if thou cry after knowledge, and lift up thy voice for understanding; If thou seek her as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures; Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

—Proverbs 2:1-8 (KJV)
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